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In	a	clearing,	a	great	distance	from	the	wishing	well,	was	the	tree	
that	the	old	man	had	spoken	about.	It	had	long,	sinuous	roots,	
which	crawled	across	the	leaf-littered	floor	and	a	thick	trunk,	
supporting	huge	branches.	Autumn	had	brought	about	the	annual	
shedding	of	the	tree’s	leaves	and	had	exposed	the	small	door	at	
the	base	of	the	trunk.	The	door	was	crafted	from	solid	wood	with	
one	small	glass	window	and	had	a	round	door	handle.		
	

Prompts	
1. Use	an	adverbial	phrase	to	expand	a	noun	phrase.	
2. Use	onomatopoeia.	
3. Open	the	sentence	with	a	adverb-verb	pair.	
4. Use	a	three	question	sequence.	
5. End	a	sentence	with	the	words,	’but	nothing	was	quite	

as	it	seemed.’	
6. Use	personification	in	a	sentence.		
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enchanted	 malevolent	 dwelling	 tranquil	 conjured	

hollow	 realm	 magical	 vile	 courageous	

legend	 unusual	 mysterious	 eerie	 cunning	

wicked	 forest	 miniature	 ethereal	 riddle	

secret	 bewitched	 glade	 sorceress	 despicable	

	

DADWAVERS!	Openers	
Description-	In	a	comfortable	house,	in	a	sizable	oak	tree,	in	an	enchanted	forest,	lived	a	most	curious	creature	
named	Staghorn	Treebark.		
Action-	Sparks	of	bright	light	suddenly	burst	from	the	book,	and	seconds	later,	a	strange	smoke	uncurled	from	the	
pages.	
Dialogue-	“You	shall	not	get	the	better	of	me,	Staghorn	Treebark!”	laughed	Azalea,	brandishing	a	shining	ebony	
wand.	
Where-	Beyond	the	treeline,	he	could	see	dark	patches	where	fire	had	consumed	the	land	and	everything	on	it;	he	
knew	who	had	started	those	fires.	
Adverb-	Mercilessly,	she	pinned	him	to	the	floor	and	laughed	as	he	writhed	to	try	and	free	himself.	
Verb-	Motioning	to	the	others	to	be	silent,	Grizelda	Knotweed	took	her	position	on	the	tree	stump	and	began	her	
speech.		
Estimation	of	time-	It	was	a	little	after	sunrise,	as	the	first	shafts	of	sunlight	warmed	the	earth,	that	he	saw	it.		
Rhetorical	Question-	What	would	he	do?	Did	anyone	have	the	power	to	defeat	Azalea?	
Simile/Metaphor	-	She	grinned,	gripping	the	wand,	then	snapped	it	in	two	like	a	petulant	child.		

	


